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ently similar in character and origin, which had lately
broken out in Spain, Portugal and Naples. Castlereagh, for
instance, regarded it simply as one more instance of the
prevailing ' organized spirit of insurrection '. As a matter
of fact, it was on an altogether different plane of importance.
Not only was it destined to add another nation to the Euro-
pean polity; it also came to be recognized, in the after time,
as the real opening of a new chapter in European history.
To all appearance the Greek Revolution was a bolt from
the blue. In reality it was far otherwise. The Greeks,
CAUSES OF THE though blotted out as a nation by the Turks,
GREEK REVOLT j^ never been crushed as a people. Much
of the public administration was in their hands, and a large
share of commerce and wealth ; they manned the navy, and
controlled the finances. In the islands they enjoyed prac-
tical autonomy, and in the Morea had a large measure of it;
the Greek Church was a strong bond of union; and, in the
eighteenth century, there had come an intellectual revival
which had recalled the glories of ancient Hellas. Into a
soil thus prepared the French Revolution had flung seed
broadcast, and in 1815 the Philikfe Hetaireia was founded.
This secret society quickly enrolled 200,000 members, all of
whom looked to the expulsion of the Moslems and the
restoration of the Greek Empire at Constantinople.
The insurrection began in March 1821, under Prince
Alexander Hypsilanti, who raised his standard in Moldavia
HYPsiLANiTs "* *^e ardent expectation that Russia
RISING IN would back him. But the Czar Alexander
MOLDAVIA         wag  not   only  the  rule].  Qf  Russia  but  ^
founder of the Holy Alliance.   He frowned upon the enter-
prise, and by June 1821, Hypsilanti's rising had collapsed.
Far different was the measure of success attained by the
* movement in the Morea and the islands of the JSgean.   The
RISING IN THE Turks> taken unprepared, were beaten all
MOREA AND      alo&g the line, and had recourse to cruel
THE ISLANDS    je^^^   The Greek Patriarch was mur-
dered in Constantinople, and a wholesale massacre of the
Christians was ordered in Macedonia and Asia Minor,   On